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artists statement 

The conceptual artist Andy Kassier (*1989) lives and works in Berlin. His work includes installations,  

performances, photography, videos, sculptures and painting. In 2018, he graduated with distinction 

in Media Arts from the Academy of Media Arts Cologne, where he studied with Mischa Kuball and  

Johannes Wohnseifer, among others. 

In 2013, he created his alter ego Andy Kassier, who ironically breaks the narrative of wealth and  

happiness in late capitalist society. On Instagram and in international solo and group exhibitions, he  

continuously develops the long-term performance according to the current zeitgeist. How does photo-

graphy change in the digital age, when images become the medium of communication and at the same 

time the medium of photography is expanded through performances and livestreams? In exhibition 

spaces, Kassier sets up installations and performs and streams live on social media. 

Kassier observes phenomena in social media and the development of digital image cultures. Based 

on his findings, he searches in his artistic work for answers to currently socially relevant questions: 

What is happiness? ("the science of happiness", Pop; 68, Cologne, 2016) How do I become successful?  

("On the Internet, Nobody Knows You're a Performance Artist. Andy Kassier and Signe Pierce", NRW-

Forum Düsseldorf, 2018) How is masculinity portrayed? ("How To Take A Selfie", Goethe-Zentrum Baku, 

Azerbaijan, 2019) How do I accept myself? ("Link in Bio. Art After Social Media", Museum der bildenden 

Künste Leipzig, 2019/2020) What is the role of the artist in the digital age? ("palm down", HANZ.studio, 

Gallery Weekend Berlin, 2020)



portfolio 



success is just a smile away 

Artists follow the zeitgeist on Instagram. Their concepts and critical interventions change along with the 

social developments they reflect upon. Under the programmatic title “success is just a smile away,”  

German conceptual artist Andy Kassier tells the story of a self-made man driven by money and  

success. In this long-term performance on Instagram, Kassier’s character always shows up where the 

sun is shining and it is raining money. His hair is perfectly coiffed, a smile is attached to his face, and his 

shoes and cars are gleaming. He is never at a loss for a motivational quote that is supposed to help you 

achieve happiness and success. “Taking risks and succeeding make you a winning player. Never forget 

that you could have become a tree instead of a human being. So be happy every second of your life. 

Just be yourself.” Kassier’s character is the personification of the false promise that money, power, and 

a carefree life are within reach for everyone. He combines critique with a sympathetic attitude towards a 

generation that always aims farther and higher, wants to get there ever faster, and chooses #nevernot-

working as its mantra even though its jobs often remain somewhat intangible.



naked snow, 2014
inkjet print on alu-dibond, 150 x 200 cm, golden frame



workout, 2018
print on fabric, 300 x 200 cm, white lightbox



Stairway, 2018
inkjet print on alu-dibond, 126 x 180 cm, golden frame



africa high (tennis), 2015
inkjet print on alu-dibond, 126 x 180 cm, golden frame



malibu, 2017
inkjet print on alu-dibond, 126 x 180 cm, golden frame



white horse, 2017
inkjet print on alu-dibond, 126 x 180 cm, golden frame



stalker, 2017
inkjet print on alu-dibond, 80 x 120 cm, black frame



crystal rocks, 2015
inkjet print on alu-dibond, 80 x 120 cm, black frame



mr. getty, 2016
inkjet print on alu-dibond, 80 x 120 cm, white frame



the secret my success, 2015
engraved marble, gold, 32 x 20 x 4 cm



the science of happiness, 2015
engraved marble, gold, 121 x 140 x 2 cm



success is just a smile away, 2013 - ongoing
instagram performance



bmw i8, 2017
instagram performance



white wine, 2016
instagram performance



misty cliffs, 2017
instagram performance



risk management, 2017
instagram performance



be my intern, 2017
instagram performance



the dolder grand, 2017
instagram performance



the grinder, 2017
instagram performance



rosé, 2017
instagram performance



time management, 2018
instagram performance



workcation (orange), 2017
instagram performance



stay fit, 2017
instagram performance



macbook water, 2018
instagram performance



little lion, 2018
instagram performance



legend, 2018
instagram performance



contemplation, 2018
instagram performance



valentines, 2018
instagram performance



macbook water, 2018
instagram performance



don’t allow your habitual behavior to dictate who you truly are, 2019
schaulust, photoforum pasquart, biel
mixed media installation, variable



workout, 2018
tangerine dreams, funkhaus, berlin
mixed media installation, variable



stairways (time), 2018
string figures, linn lühn, düsseldorf 
mixed media installation, variable



find me under the palms, 2018
geldrausch, tufa, trier 
mixed media installation, variable



what can i do better?, 2018
on the internet, nobody knows you are an performance artist, nrw-forum, dusseldorf 
15-minute coaching performance in corvette c3



what can i do better?, 2018
on the internet, nobody knows you are an performance artist, nrw-forum, dusseldorf 
15-minute coaching performance in corvette c3



what can i do better?, 2018
on the internet, nobody knows you are an performance artist, nrw-forum, dusseldorf 
15-minute coaching performance in corvette c3



he is everywhere , 2018
gifs + sticker, available on social media platforms (e.g. instragam, twitter, tinder)



he is everywhere , 2018
gifs + sticker, available on social media platforms (e.g. instragam, twitter, tinder)



he is everywhere , 2018
gifs + sticker, available on social media platforms (e.g. instragam, twitter, tinder)



time to reflect 

However, in the process the successful business man Andy Kassier overworked himself. In spring 2019, 

a burnout drove him into the sea and he disappeared for half a year. Now he—and his character—are 

practicing self-love and self-care. He no longer lives on the fast lane. Still high above the ground, of 

course, he now sits on a swing in the midst of nature. “A stable job is a sign of weakness,” he once clai-

med. Today, he is on a path of self-discovery through yoga and meditation. With the help of alternative 

healing methods, he hopes to recalibrate his work-life balance. He takes time off to pause and think 

about things. His mirror reminds him: “time to reflect.” Kassier lives in the here and now. Art allows him 

to maintain a mental equilibrium.



just swinging, 2019 
inkjet print on alu-dibond, 80 x 120 cm



acupuncture, 2019 
inkjet print on alu-dibond, 120 x 160 cm



if you dont love yourself, who will?, 2019
link in bio, museum der bildenden künste, leipzig
mixed media room installation, 8m x 3m, painting performance for the opening on december 16th 2019



if you dont love yourself, who will?, 2019
link in bio, museum der bildenden künste, leipzig
mixed media room installation, 8m x 3m 



palm down, 2020
hanz.studio, berlin 
mixed media installation, variable, 5 day painting + home office performance on gallery weekend 2020



palm down, 2020
hanz.studio, berlin 
mixed media installation, variable, 5 day painting + home office performance on gallery weekend 2020



palm down, 2020 
acrylic and pigment on canvas, 40 x 50 cm



Andy Kassier reflects on how male individuals represent themselves in the digital age. Do men today 

want to be seen as strong, soft, successful or emotional? Are muscles necessary for a man to be  

perceived as male? Which outfit gives a man social approval?

Media and advertising today are in search of the new man, while at the same time toxic masculinity is 

discussed as a problematic and outdated concept: men want to be strong, they show no weakness. 

Men should be tough, they show no feelings.

"How to Take a Selfie" is a collection of re-staged status updates from Facebook and Instagram. Andy 

Kassier presents a variety of male images as he found them online. Young men test gender roles in 

social media. Sometimes they flex their muscles to create a strong physical presence. Sometimes they 

stand in nature with a challenging look to present themselves as adventurers. The demonstration of 

strength, power and potency shape the image of men in the age of self-optimization.

how to take a selfie



how to take a selfie, 2019
instagram



influencer (croissant), 2019
instagram



face mask, 2019
instagram



wasp, 2019
instagram



sonnenallee, 2019
instagram



fruit & Veg, 2019
instagram



salt bae, 2019
instagram



boys with plants, 2019
instagram



skater boy, 2019
instagram



h&m lumberjack, 2019
instagram



blessed, 2019
instagram



health club, 2019
instagram



neighbohood ads, 2019
instagram



me gusta, 2019
instagram




